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INTRODUCTION

Many children in the United States are available for adoption. Some families decide to adopt children of their own cultural and ethnic origin, while others choose children with different backgrounds. Of an estimated five million adopted children in this country, approximately 175,000 biracial or black children have been adopted domestically by white parents (TransRacial Adoption Group, 1999). This practice of placing babies and children with parents of different ethnic, racial background is what is known as transracial adoption (Smith, D.G., 1994).

Even though African American children are by far the largest group of children of color awaiting adoption in the United States (Courtney, 1997), one ongoing controversy is the debate as to whether African American children should be adopted into a Caucasian family. There are many theories as to how transracial adoption can have either a positive or a negative impact on children’s psychological development, with some people believing in children’s placement in a family of a different ethnic background, while others are against this situation. 

The purpose of this paper is to examine an array of literature involving the Internet, books, and articles that include research advocating and criticizing transracial adoption. Since the variety of sources reviewed all have a different format, author, or standpoint, I will present an objective viewpoint and provide further insight about, the opposing sides of the issue of placing black children in white families.

METHOD

Literature from 1994 through current year 1999 was examined and included in this review. Resources such as lay articles, journals, books, and Internet sources were obtained at the 
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libraries of Clark College, Washington State University at Vancouver, and Lewis & Clark College, as well as from my private collection. By appropriate use of different methods at these locations, I was able to gather diverse information. 

At Clark College’s library, empirical journals and lay articles were found by searching the databases Infotrack and Portals, using “Transracial Adoption” as keyword. Moreover, I found Internet articles and book titles by accessing the World Wide Web on my home computer. A search for  “Transracial Adoption,” was conducted utilizing search engines such as Dogpile Web Catalog and Yahoo! Finally, I ordered a book source through W.S.U.’s interlibrary service, through Lewis & Clark College in Portland, Oregon.

RESULTS OF SEARCH

Many authors take a stance of either an advocate or critic of transracial adoption. There are also few authors who take a neutral approach in the issue by presenting both for and against arguments The variety of internet and lay articles provide information directed toward the general public, such as personal stories and controversial articles, whereas the authors of the empirical articles and book chapters take an approach more geared toward the professional audience, taking an objective standpoint. 

Based on the extensive resources used in this review, the debate of transracial adoption, past and present, first became a controversial issue in 1972 when National Association for Black 

Social Workers (NABSW) decided to take a position against transracial adoption by introducing the term “cultural genocide,” and the idea that preservation of black culture and identity need to 
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be protected against the white people (TransRacial Adoption Group, 1999). Following NABSW’s powerful statement, a variety of opposing attitudes arose after that.

Most of the sources used in this review, including the lay articles and Internet sources, have authors who rely on and cite empirical evidence as support for the position of thesis. However, many ideas and written notions rely only on hypotheses. 

For example, critics of transracial adoption issue arguments suggesting that black children will lose their cultural and psychological identity if adopted by parents who are not black (Courtney, 1997; Project 21 News, 1995).

Contrary to this view, advocates hold the notion that secure, consistent parenting styles that contribute to a healthy upbringing, and not the color of the parents skin, are necessary parts of a child’s life for healthy human development (Barth, Brooks, Bussiere & Patterson, 1999; Smith, J.F., 1996). Richards (1994) who relies on research, states: “The arguments that presents the case that everyone needs a personal identity and a racial identity do not produce any evidence to support these assertions” (p.77).

The issue of transracial adoption is prominent within its own realm.  However, one drawback that is revealed when one examines the available literature, is that there has been little research conducted within the field; hence, it is a rather small area of study. Since most of the 

research relies on only a few studies, almost all authors cite these, but use the information in favor of their own point of view. 

Advocates of transracial adoption write how the results of the only longitudinal, 20-year old study, conducted by Rita Simon, should be sufficient evidence to prove that children can 
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develop self-esteem, academic achievement, peer relationship, and healthy attitudes toward their racial identities (National Adoption Information Clearinghouse [NAIC], 1999; Phoenix & Tizard, 1994; Richards, 1994; Spake, 1998). As Simon (1994) herself say about her results,” Our data show that the transracial aspect does not involve special problems, traumas, or heartbreak” (p. 149). On the other hand, critics write how this long-term study is not enough to determine how much impact the role of racial identity has in secure development. Furthermore, common support by critics is that the few studies that have been conducted comprise of sample sizes that are too small, which introduce the possibility of a biased sample, as well as biased effects (Barth et al., 1999; Courtney, 1997; Smith, J.F., 1996). 

These strong opposing sides are the extremes, but are the ones primarily written about. Another growing theory that takes more of a macro approach, is the perception that these opposite disputes are part of a microcosm, hence are outcomes of one of today’s larger issues: racism (Perry, 1996).

CONCLUSION

Based on current research, there is a lack of studies in the field of transracial adoption, but the literature reviewed in this paper provides a comprehensive summary of various standpoints taken by people regarding the issue of whether black children should be raised in white families. Most of the proponents, and opponents, of transracial adoption, address and attempt to answer, this question: Do black children who are transracially adopted in white families suffer psychologically and lose their racial identity? It appears as though this question will remain unanswered, at least until empirical support and longitudinal studies are conducted, hopefully putting an end to this controversy between advocates and critics of transracial adoption. 
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